Socratic Questions Books 13-24
LITERAL CONTENT QUESTIONS

Who is the first mortal person Odysseus encounters? Describe their encounter.  What does Odysseus learn?

How does Odysseus reveal himself to his son? What warning does he give to Telemachus?

Who recognizes Odysseus as master of Ithaca, and then dies?  What is the effect of this scene?  In what way is it symbolic?

How does Antinous treat Odysseus?  What is the effect of the dramatic irony here?

What is Theoclymenus’ vision, and how do the suitors respond?

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS

What gifts does Telemachus receive from Menelaus and Helen?  How do these gifts indicate a change in Telemachus’ character?

Discuss the changes in Telemachus’ character.

In what way do the suitors exhibit hubris?

What do you thing of the way Penelope interacts with the suitors?  Do you think she leads them on? 

What do you think of the way she interacts with Odysseus – when he is in disguise.  Do you thing she suspects it is he?

In what ways is Penelope a good match for Odysseus?

Was it realistic for the suitors to expect that Odysseus would not be returning home?

Do you think Odysseus’ killing of the suitors and maids is appropriate and justified, or was it “overkill”?
REAL-LIFE CONNECTION QUESTIONS

How long is long enough to wait to remarry?

Do you think restitution for material possessions is enough of a consequence when a crime is committed (i.e. – the suitors’ “crime” against Penelope)

Do you think infidelity is excusable?  Why/why not?  How could one justify it?  Is there room for/the possibility for true forgiveness for infidelity?
Have you ever had one of those “OH NO” moments such as the suitors experience at the twang of the bow string?  How does one feel at such a time?  Do you think the suitors’ reaction was realistic?  What is our normal response to “getting caught”?  Are we similar to the suitors?

LITERARY ANALYSIS QUESTIONS

Discuss Homer’s use of dramatic irony in this book.

There are several omens in these books.  What are they, and what does each represent?

Find an example of verbal irony in Telemachus’ words to Theodymonos

Where do the double plot lines connect and coincide.  Explain.

In what way does the plot begin to escalate, in tone, content, and tempo?  What is the effect of this?

UNIVERSAL THEME QUESTIONS

In what ways does the epic teach the importance of family?  In what ways is this lesson flawed?
The Greeks felt it was of paramount importance to HONOR the gods.  Do you think they are worthy of honor?  Were the gods themselves “honorable”?

DO you think it is fair that ONE man learns so many personal life lessons at the expense of so many lives?

Is this epic an effective teaching tool in terms of life lessons? Explain

Alexander Pope once said “The purpose of literature is ‘aut prodesse – aut delectore:  to teach and to entertain.”  Does THE ODYSSEY accomplish this purpose?

